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ruler, but he never remained in one place long enough
to be overtaken by the Ottoman army now pursuing
him.   He took al Kharj, and eventually all the south
of Nejd.   He set his face northward, and dominated
the north of Nejd.   Then, deeming himself strong
enough,  in   1905  he turned  on the Sultan's  still
faintly pursuing army and effectively disposed of it.
Ibn Saud was now a force, and was too near Mecca
for the peace of mind of Hassein, and, in 1907, Ibn
Saud found himself attacked on three sides.   His
cousins in al Hariq in the south still cherished the
blood feud, and marched against him.   The Turks
attacked him in Kassim,  and Hassein,  Sherif of
Mecca, joined in.   Ibn Saud refused to be daunted.
He  attacked  the  Turks first,  and  routed them.
He returned their camels, on condition that they
marched either toward Baghdad or Medina, and
kept on marching.   Having disposed of the Turks,
he turned his attention to his cousins, and, having
trounced  them in their  turn, forgave  them, and
his  treatment was  both  generous  and  indulgent.
There remained Hassein, but having heard of the
defeat of the Turks and the cousins, Mecca's Sherif
made off and was well within the security of the
Hedjaz before he could be attacked.
Ibn Saud was pious, but he was also an oppor-
tunist. In 1913, when the Turks had sustained yet
another reverse in the Balkan War, he took advantage
of the chaotic conditions which obtained and annexed
el Hasa and el Katif. He took the Turkish garrisons
prisoner, but he refused to emulate the tactics of the
Porte. There was no throat-slitting, and the garrisons